God’s Law
Scripture has always held God’s law to be the path to human happiness. In today’s first reading, Ezra the priest reads the
scroll of the law to the people returned from exile. They weep—then are joyful. Israel’s relationship with God had
always been defined by how they kept and lived God’s law. The author of Psalm 96 likewise praises the law of God as
the source of wisdom, joy and enlightenment, purity and justice.
In his advice to the bickering Corinthians, Paul points out that, just as God has made all parts of a human body essential
for the health of the whole, living as “Christ’s body” requires that each member be recognized as necessary for the good
of all. Finally, in Luke’s Gospel Jesus claims that the Spirit is sending him to relieve human suffering. Like Ezra, he is
reading from a scroll, proclaiming God’s “law” of mercy to those in need.
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Saints and Special Observances

Today’s Readings

Sunday:

First Reading — Ezra read from the book of the law of
God to the assembled people. They understood and
accepted the law (Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10).
Psalm — Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life
(Psalm 19).
Second Reading — As the body with its many parts is
still one body, so it is with Christ
(1 Corinthians 12:12-30 [12-14, 27]).
Gospel — While attending worship in the Nazarean
synagogue, Jesus reads from the prophet Isaiah and
declares himself to be the fulfillment of the prophecy
(Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21).

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Sunday of the Word of God
St. Francis de Sales
The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle;
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ends
Ss. Timothy and Titus
St. Angela Merici
St. Thomas Aquinas
Blessed Virgin Mary

Readings for the Week
Monday:

Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20-22, 25-26;
Mk 3:22-30
Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2;
Mk 16:15-18
2 Tm 1:1-18 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 89:4-5,
27-30; Mk 4:1-20
2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Ps 132:1-5, 11-14;
Mk 4:21-25
2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17;
Ps 51:3-7, 10-11; Mk 4:26-34
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-17;
Mk 4:35-41
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17;
1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13 [13:4-13];
Lk 4:21-30

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass
© 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.

Prayer Of The Week
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Almighty ever-living God,
direct our actions according to your good
pleasure, that in the name of your beloved
Son we may abound in good works.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
How can I allow God to direct my actions
this week?
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, ©
2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.
All rights reserved.Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Treasures From Our Tradition

Rejoicing in the Lord

The cause of church unity is commended to Christians
for prayer and action every year around this time. This
week is not so much to focus on the many divisions
within the Christian family, but on bonds of faith and
mission. Even though Christians have always shown an
inclination to fracture, spin off, and mutate into new
expressions, recent history shows some new points of
convergence and agreement. Catholics are more firmly
rooted in the word of God, for example, and many
Protestants are more likely to celebrate Communion than
in years past. Some denominations are merging and
pooling resources, and people from various traditions are
collaborating on projects.
The call of this week is to be mindful of the diversity of
our traditions and customs while treasuring what we hold
in common. The old advice to “lighten up” is good
medicine, because sometimes our differences are
delightful and amusing. If someone says, “Let us pray,” a
Catholic might close the eyes, bow the head and fold
hands; a Protestant reach out and clasp hands with the
person in the next chair; and someone belonging to an
Orthodox tradition might stand up with eyes wide open.
Each has taken a different path, but the goal is always the
same. This is a week not for focusing on the well-worn
paths of divergence, but for mutual delight in a common
goal.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

In the first reading, Ezra gets a strange reaction
from the people to whom he reads the book of the
law. First they lie down, with faces to the ground,
and then they all are weeping. Remember the
background of this reading. The people of Israel
had returned from exile and needed to become a
unified nation. Most had never heard the laws, so
when they learned what was expected of them and
realized how much of the Law they had broken,
they wept from shame. Many probably didn't know
that they had been breaking the law. Others might
have been overwhelmed with all the requirements
of the law.
Ezra and Nehemiah console the people by reminding them that their return makes this a day "holy to
the LORD" (Nehemiah 8:10). He adds that they
would draw strength from "rejoicing in the
LORD." That may be good advice for us also.
We might find ourselves so trapped in sin that we
think we could never be forgiven. We need to remember that Jesus loved sinners so much that he
gave his life on the cross to free us from sin. No
sin can be so bad that God's love cannot forgive it.
In other words, God's forgiveness is only limited
by our failure to ask for it. As the psalms say,
God's mercy endures forever. In fact, the more I
have to repent, the more God wants to forgive. So
we can rejoice in the Lord's forgiveness and the
Spirit will give us the strength to change our lives.
And what about those who find the law overwhelming? That usually means a lack of faith in
God's willingness to help us or in our ability to do
the best we can to live as Christians. It can also be
because we have forgotten Jesus' saying that all of
God's laws are contained in the command to love
God and love our neighbor as we love ourselves.
The more we come to accept God's presence in our
lives and see God in others, the easier it becomes
to keep the law of love.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

Winter Warmth
One kind word can warm three
winter months.
—Japanese proverb
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