Revelation Of God’s Presence
Today’s first reading from Isaiah arises out of the ordeal of the people of Jerusalem and Judea as they anticipate the end
of seventy years of exile in Babylon. Their sufferings and their oppression will end, and they are promised joy like that
of a great wedding upon returning to their homeland. Although this passage is probably set in the early sixth century
B.C., it is free of historical particulars. Accordingly, the Church has understood its imagery universally, as it proclaims
God’s promise of healing, hope, and happiness for all peoples, in this world and in the next. When read against this
background, the story of Jesus’ turning water into wine at the wedding at Cana becomes a revelation of God’s presence
in the person of Jesus, making these promises real for us in the here and now, in the transformation of our own lives.
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Saints and Special Observances

Today’s Readings

Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:

First Reading — As a br idegr oom r ejoices in his
bride, so God rejoices in the chosen Zion and Jerusalem
(Isaiah 62:1-5).
Psalm — Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations
(Psalm 96).
Second Reading — All the varied gifts and talents found
in the Christian community are products of the same
Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4-11).
Gospel — At a wedding festival in Cana, Jesus changes
water into wine at his mother’s request (John 2:1-11).

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
begins
Julian Calendar Theophany (Epiphany)
St. Fabian; St. Sebastian
St. Agnes
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9,
16bc-17, 21, 23; Mk 2:18-22
1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28;
Mk 2:23-28
1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2,
9-10; Mk 3:1-6
1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13;
Mk 3:7-12
1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11;
Mk 3:13-19
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Ps 80:2-3,
5-7; Mk 3:20-21, or any of a number of
readings for the Day of Prayer
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19:8-10, 15;
1 Cor 12:12-30 [12-14, 27]; Lk 1:1-4;
4:14-21

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass
© 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.

Prayer Of The Week
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Almighty ever-living God,
who govern all things,
both in heaven and on earth,
mercifully hear the pleading of your people
and bestow your peace on our times.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
What can I do to help to bring about God’s
peace?
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal,
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Treasures From Our Tradition
We have the wedding at Cana at the heart of today’s
liturgy because this story of Jesus’ first miracle of water
turned into wine was originally part of the Epiphany
feast. Wedding celebrations always require some savvy
planning, and a people who have a talent for hospitality
in the mix. The mother of Jesus has been recruited to deal
with some of the details of the banquet, and when a very
understandable crisis arises, she does what she can to
rescue the party. Anyone who has ever run out of ice,
dessert, or table settings knows the stress!
Slowly, the memory of Jesus Christ’s blessing of this
marriage feast led the Church to form a way to bless
marriages. A thousand years ago weddings migrated from
the family home to the doors of the church, where the
celebration was held in public view. From this practice
came a prayer called the “Nuptial Blessing,” one of the
most solemn prayers in our tradition. It is very much like
the prayers by which baptismal water and chrism are
consecrated, the ordination prayer over a priest, and the
Eucharistic Prayers over bread and wine. Four hundred
fifty years ago, weddings moved inside the church
building. All of this gives married couples good reason to
celebrate this day as a mini-anniversary, especially with
the clinking of glasses filled with good wine.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Flipped-out Pharisees
The Gospel reading for this Sunday is not only the first
miracle in John's Gospel, it is also John's first mention
of Jesus' mother. I used to find it odd that Jesus addressed her as "Woman." I can't imagine my Dad letting me get away with that. But in that time the word
was more respectful; it could even be affectionate. (The
last time Jesus speaks to his mother--John 19:26--he
also calls her "Woman." He certainly wasn't being disrespectful on the cross.) Jesus does help as his mother
requested, but he does so in a way that doesn't draw
attention to himself and also is a lesson about God's
love.
You have probably heard how the Jewish people in Jesus' time performed purification rituals before eating
anything. The cleansings were a sign that they wanted
to be like God, completely free from sin. Eventually, it
came to mean that you could not approach God until
you cleansed yourself. Jesus used the miracle to show
us a different way of understanding holiness. Jesus
could have made the wine in bottles or wineskins to
show that it was new. But he used the "six stone water
jars there for Jewish ceremonial washings" (John 2:6).
That meant that once they were full of wine, no one
could wash themselves from the jars. I wonder how
many Pharisees flipped out when they saw that.
The point is that no one can cleanse themselves. We
don't purify ourselves in order to come to God--we
come to God to be purified. God is the only one who
can make us holy. God offers this to sinners especially,
because sinners who know they need forgiveness are
the only ones to receive it. Not because God excludes
the rest. Those who don't think they are sinners or don't
think they can be forgiven won't ask for it. God never
forces mercy on anyone. It is offered to those who ask
for it. The amount of wine (six big jars of about twenty
-five gallons each) symbolizes the extent of God's mercy. As there was now more than enough wine for the
wedding, God has more than enough mercy for those
who need it. Wine is also a symbol of joy in the Old
Testament. There is no greater joy than knowing that
you have been forgiven by the Lord.
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

The Existence Of God
No one who understands the reality that God is can think
that God does not exist.
—St. Anselm of Canterbury
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